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June 28, 2020, 4th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 28:5-9, Romans 7:1-13, Matt. 10:34-42 

"Following Jesus in a Battle" 
 

They certainly don’t sugarcoat it, do they? I mean the manufacturers of 
prescription medications. They tell you all the bad stuff that might happen to you. 
They are, of course, required to list all the possible side effects you may 
experience when you take a particular drug.   
 
One medication someone I heard is taking carries this warning: Call your doctor at 
once if you have any of these serious side effects: shallow breathing, slow 
heartbeat, fainting, confusion, fear, unusual thoughts or behavior, convulsions, 
nausea, stomach pain ... and other stuff.      
 
You may not experience any of the possible side effects of the medication you 
take. If you do, it may be minor, not be bad enough to make you stop. On the 
other hand, it could be so unpleasant that you’d want to quit taking that 
medication, no matter how much it helps you.        
 
Our Lord certainly did not sugarcoat it when he sent out his 12 apostles to carry 
the good news of the kingdom, first to Israel and then, after his resurrection and 
ascension, to the whole world.  
 
He told them there would be unpleasant side effects in following him.  They’d be 
persecuted. They'd be arrested. They'd be flogged. He told them, “all men will 
hate you because of me.”  
 
No sugarcoating there, for sure.     And you know some of those same unpleasant 
side effects await you and me. Those side effects range from mildly unpleasant to 
horribly unpleasant.   
 
But Jesus says today, Don’t Let the Unpleasant Side Effects Stop You! Don’t let 
them keep you from acknowledging me, or keep you from openly sharing his 
saving truth with everyone you can. Following Jesus Is A Battle!              
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In this chapter of Matthew, Jesus sent out his twelve disciples on their first 
mission. They were to go out and tell people about the Savior, Jesus. Jesus told 
them, “Go out and heal sick people, raise up the dead, and cast out demons.”  
 
Jesus was sending these disciples out on their own for the first time with some 
pretty cool instructions. The disciples had to have been pretty excited, perhaps a 
bit nervous, like you get when you start a new volunteer position, or a new job.   
 
The realities were that not everyone that the disciples talked with would be as 
excited about the Savior as they were.     Jesus even tells them that their message 
would be divisive. Jesus said, “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to 
the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.”  
 
Now wait a minute! Did we hear that right? Did Jesus just say that he didn’t come 
to bring peace? I thought that was the whole point! I thought we were supposed 
to bring peace. Isn’t that what he was supposed to do?  
 
Isn’t that what the chorus of angels sang to the shepherds near Bethlehem the 
night that Jesus was born?  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:14).  
 
Did not the prophet Isaiah give Jesus the glorious name, “Prince of Peace?”  
Didn’t the elderly man Simeon speak about the peace he had in Jesus when he 
held the baby Jesus in his arms? “Lord, now let your servant depart in peace 
according to your Word, for my eyes have seen your salvation.”  
 
Jesus tells us that he gives us a peace this world cannot give. “Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give you. Would it be alright if I told you, both? …Jesus did come 
to give you peace.  
 
When you sin, when you disobey God’s commands and don’t live in line with his 
will, you create a rift, this enmity between you and God. God is angry with you, 
and rightfully so.  
 
But Jesus came to make peace between you and God. Jesus did this by being right 
with God for you and taking the punishment and wrath of God from you and 
paying the debt of sin that you owe.  
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Because of Jesus, your sins are gone, completely forgiven, and you are restored to 
God through faith. Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1).  
 
You have eternal peace with God because of Jesus. You have the peace of 
knowing that you are forgiven. You have the peace of knowing that God loves you 
and is with you. You have the peace of knowing that you have eternal life. You 
have the peace of God’s blessings. Jesus came to bring peace to you.       
 
Perhaps you have seen the bumper sticker with the words “No Jesus No peace. 
Know Jesus, Know peace.” Without Jesus there is no peace with God for me or 
anyone else in the world.  
 
Listen to what the prophet Isaiah says in chapter 59. "But your iniquities have 
separated you from God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will 
not hear.”  
 
Then it goes on to describe the foolish ways people try to seek their own peace 
with God. “They hatch the eggs of vipers and spin a spider’s web. Whoever eats 
their eggs will die, and when one is broken an adder is hatched. Their cobwebs 
are useless for clothing; they cannot cover themselves with what they make.”  
 
We cannot cover ourselves with what we make. We cannot get rid of the sins that 
separate us from God. Only in Jesus do we have the blood to wash us clean and 
the robe of righteousness to cover us.               
 
But this beautiful gift of peace is also a sword that divides. Jesus wrapped up his 
statement of peace with these words, “I do not give to you as the world gives.” 
That’s the battle.  
 
People want a different peace than what God gives. They want peace on their 
own terms. People strive to make peace with God by what they do, the good 
things that they do, but that peace lies delicately in the balance because the next 
sin destroys it again.  
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People want peace in this world, between peoples and nations. But that is fragile 
and is crushed by the next power-grab. Even lasting peace is hard to find in 
relationships as selfish actions and desires seem to constantly destroy.          
 
Jesus offers real and lasting peace that isn’t dependent on fickle attitudes but is 
accomplished in him. But this is rejected by people who want peace without 
Jesus.  
 
And as you strive to live in the peace of Christ and share that message of peace 
with others, you get caught in the battle. The gospel message even goes so far as 
to divide families, those who believe and those who reject.    If you are a Muslim 
and have converted to Christianity, you are ostracized from your family, and may 
face death if you return to where your family lives.  
 
A pastor recalls a former Muslim, now a Christian, who told him what his family 
thought of him with bitterness and anger in their voice, “We will have nothing to 
do with a religion that has Jesus turning to a dying thief and offering him Paradise 
without demanding he do something to pay for his sins.”  
 
The pastor also said that there have been other recent converts to Christianity 
that have said that now their entire family thinks that they have become a holy 
roller and they want nothing to do with them anymore.   
 
The truth is if a son or daughter or other members of your family hate and 
despise the name of Jesus, they will not welcome your words that encourage 
them to put their hope in Jesus as the only source of complete pardon and 
cleansing.  
 
But the ironic thing is that "YOU" cannot keep quiet when it comes to letting them 
know the need for having the only cure for sin in their lives. It comes out of your 
pores and oozes out of your body.  Romans 10 says that we believe with our 
hearts and confess with our lips that Jesus is Lord.                
 
So your life of faith, your life with God becomes a tug of war between priorities – 
the peace from Jesus or the peace the world offers? When following Jesus means  
Suffering … the temptation is to compromise and to find the easy way out.  
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So we need to hear this warning. “Anyone who loves their father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me. Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is 
not worthy of me. Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life 
for my sake will find it.”              
 
Love for Jesus or love for your family? Love for Jesus or love for this world? This is 
the battle that wages war inside of you. Jesus is not saying that you shouldn’t love 
your family or enjoy the things of this world.  
 
But what he does do is take you to the very first commandment – “You shall have 
no other gods,” or as Jesus summarized it, “Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37).  
 
When your family, your career, your hobbies, your finances, your health become 
more a priority in your life than your relationship with God, your worship 
becomes those things instead of the true God.  
 
When you put all of your hope for peace in your life in earthly security, in 
relationships with people, in your own well-being, you are forsaking the real 
peace that is offered by Jesus.              
 
Your attention is pulled in so many different ways every day but remember that 
Jesus calls on you to love him above all things. This kind of commitment to Jesus 
will mean challenges in your life on this earth.  
 
Maybe it means some family relationships or friendships don’t work out because 
of your faith. Maybe you won’t climb the corporate ladder the way you thought 
because it takes you from Jesus. You may have to carry a cross, the heavy burdens 
that come from faith in Jesus.  
 
Following Jesus is a battle but know that the war is won.   The most epic war that 
has ever been fought pitted two powerful forces against one another. It wasn’t a 
war for land or wealth or resources.  
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It was a war for your soul. It was a war between light and darkness, between sin 
and grace. The war led to a mighty battle on the cross. There Jesus defeated the 
devil. There Jesus overcame death. From that cross comes everlasting peace for 
you.              
 
My friends, you can go forward in living your life as a follower of Jesus with the 
same joy of peace and the promise of God’s presence and strength, even in the 
midst of earthly battles.  
 
So don’t worry if trusting in Jesus causes strife in your earthly relationships. 
Continue to live in and to share the peace found in Christ. Don’t be overwhelmed 
when hardships come your way or when you find yourself losing in this life, but 
know that God has already won the eternal battle and your life belongs to him. 
Eternal and heavenly rewards are yours through Christ Jesus.                  
 
Following Jesus is a battle. It’s a battle against the sinful world that rejects Jesus. 
It’s a battle against your inner self with all of its desires. It’s a battle against family 
and friends who don’t believe.  
 
It is a battle that is burdensome and tiring. Yet while you battle, the war has 
already been won. You battle with your eyes set on certain victory. You battle 
with the strength of the almighty God on your side fighting for you and equipping 
you for battle. Eternal peace is found in Jesus. You are in good hand so… 
Fight the good fight of faith and be of good cheer, in Jesus' name we pray.  
Amen. 


