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Mar. 3, 2024 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Ex. 20:1-17, 1 Cor. 1:18-31, John 2:13-22 
“Perfect Nonsense Makes Sense” 

 
I would like you all to play make believe with me for a moment. Pretend that my 
name is Jose Samblanco and I have just arrived off the boat from Peru and I’m 
proclaiming to you the good news that a Peruvian peasant by the name Carlos 
Hernandez was electrocuted on the electric chair for your sins.  
 
I’ve even written a hymn: Carlos was there on that horrible chair They tied him 
down with bolts and then zapped him with 40 000 volts. He is my savior and my 
lamp, because he absorbed every deadly amp.  
 
I’ve also written other hymns like, “In the chair of Carlos I Glory” and “When I 
cling to that old rugged electric chair”. Now imagine if people caught on to this 
religion and they started wearing gold electric chairs on their necklace or if they 
put chairs on top of a building where they would gather once a week to worship.  
 
What if the Red Cross changed their named to the Red Chair and then prior to a 
big race, athletes, instead of making the sign of the cross made the sign of the 
electric chair as a gesture of good luck.   Now what would your response be to 
that?  You’d probably say that was the most stupid religion anyone had ever 
invented. That is completely offensive to me.  
 
But you know, that is the way many people look at the cross of Jesus Christ today.   
In many churches today, they have actually removed the cross. Furthermore, in 
messages on a Sunday morning, there is not even a mention of the cross.  
 
Ministers may tell you that God loves you. They might promise people prosperity 
and give them emotional experiences. They may help them with their life issues 
and how best to get along but no mention of the cross.  
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I think they must figure that is the best way to fill the pews today but it is not the 
way that God wants to fill the pews. God says, my way, may seem foolish to 
many, but it is the height of wisdom.  God tells us to make sure the cross of Christ 
is front and centre to everything you do and you say so that you don’t stumble 
and you don’t take the foolish path.  
 
Our dog, Hudson, (a Golden Doodle), likes to pick up shoes and other items and 
carry them in his mouth around the house, especially when we get home and 
then he drops them in places where you’re walking and a few times, I’ve actually 
stumbled over his toys laying around the house.  Well the Jewish people were 
often tripped up and kept stumbling over things too, not over my shoes, but over 
the cross of Christ. Why?   
 
Well, God’s Old Testament people had a rich history of involving a God who 
stepped into the lives of His people with signs and wonders.  When the Lord 
wanted to convince Moses that he had the power to stand up to Pharaoh, He 
gave him the power to perform miracles. He took a stick and threw it to the 
ground and it became a snake.  
 
When God divided the waters of the Red Sea and let his people walk across on dry 
land, the people never grew weary of telling the story of the Passover to their 
children for many generations. 
 
When manna was falling from heaven, water coming from the rocks and the walls 
of Jericho were tumbling down, people were amazed at all the wonders God was 
doing.    
 
When David, the shepherd boy, picked up five smooth stones and then only firing 
one of the stones with such power that a great giant of a warrior was knocked to 
the ground, people were amazed. 
 
These people lived and told about all these incredible stories with the hope that  
someday God would provide more miracles to rescue them from their enemies 
and rebuild the pride and glory of the nation of Israel again.  
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And now, Jesus was doing exactly that. He was performing miracles - giving sight 
to the blind, straightening the legs of the lame, cleansing the lepers. He was 
ministering to them, reaching out to meet their needs.  
 
But these weren’t the kinds of miracles the people wanted. They wanted signs of 
power and success. They wanted a Messiah who would overthrow the Romans 
and re-establish the Kingdom of David.  
 
If Jesus had marched an army and led them into battle and defeated the Romans - 
if He would have shown them that He was successful and victorious – and all the 
people would have risen up and marched behind Jesus but the cross got in the 
way.  
 
You see, dying on a cross doesn’t look like success or power. It doesn’t look like 
victory. It looks like weakness. It looks like failure. It looks like defeat. So they kept 
stumbling over it.   
 
And not only did they have a false concept of the Messiah but they also had a 
false concept of salvation. They thought that the way to salvation was through 
their own righteousness so they kept themselves busy, keeping the Law.  
 
But they weren’t really keeping God’s Law. They were just going through the 
motions, going to the synagogue at the appointed times, saying their prayers 
loudly so that all could hear and giving their offerings in such a way that 
everybody was impressed with their generosity.   
 
They appeared to be pious and prayerful and generous but they were just like 
people today and what kind of Messiah do people want today?  Successful, 
popular, powerful  one that gives immediate results and benefits.   
 
 One of the most popular churches is from Houston, Texas, and ministers to 
thousands each Sunday and millions by way of television. One of their doctrinal 
statements says, “WE BELIEVE…Jesus died on the cross and shed His blood for our 
sins.  We believe that salvation is found by placing our faith in what Jesus did for 
us on the cross.  
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That might be a good statement of faith but there is a serious disconnect between 
those doctrinal statements that focus on Christ and the mission statement for the 
church that reads: “Discovering the Champion in You.”  
 
Here is a partial list of the most popular sermons of that church: “Be the 
Individual God Made You”, “Feeling Good about Who You Are”, “Improve Your 
Self Image with Words.”  
 
You see the emphasis seems to be on looking into yourself and improving yourself 
rather than being drawn to the cross for the forgiveness of sin. Today that’s what 
people want and that’s what brings in the crowds.   That type of thinking becomes 
a stumbling block when it comes to the cross. 
 
You see when it comes to making ourselves acceptable to the God who made us, 
then my own power, or the power of the sun, or the power of water, or the 
power of money, or the power of chemicals or even a nuclear bomb, are all 
useless.  
 
Sin has made such a deep ugly mark in our lives that all the power in the world, 
including the best things we do in our lives, no matter how hard we try, cannot 
remove one single spot or stain.   We can’t do it by our self.   
 
That’s why the message of the cross is the power of God to us who are being 
saved. By the power of God, we have been drawn to the cross. We are drawn to a 
man hanging on the cross, with His body nailed to that cross, covered with blood, 
groaning with pain.  
 
We believe that man born from the Jewish people, a carpenter’s son from 
Nazareth is Lord and God from all eternity and somehow by a miracle of God’s 
grace, we believe that on the body of this Son of God, the sin of the world was 
placed and paid for completely. “By his wounds we are healed.”  
 
That is why the power of that blood is so great because it cleanses us from all sin 
and it even gives us strength to live a new life that says I want to get rid of sin not 
give into it.  
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That is why we can praise God that we have been drawn to that power of the 
cross. For us it is not a stumbling block.  Our strength comes from the cross.  What 
the world thinks is nonsense makes perfect sense and that was Paul’s message to 
the Jews.  
 
Then Paul looked at the Greeks and he says “you look for wisdom” because they 
were the intellectuals of the day. The scholars, the deep thinkers, the debaters, 
the ones seeking ultimate truth.  But the Greeks looked upon the cross of Christ 
as foolishness.   
 
They followed their human reason. Their reason told them that babies aren’t born 
to virgin girls. Their reason told them that God doesn’t become flesh. Their reason 
told them that an Almighty God would never allow a puny man to be nailed to a 
cross.   
 
Their reason told them that when a man dies he cannot be resurrected back to 
life again.  Their reason convinced them that one only needs to look to scholars 
for all the answers to life. They quote Socrates who said, "The secret to a 
successful society is education.  
 
If we can just give everybody a good education, then it must follow that the world 
will get better and better." The Greeks believed that by training the mind and the 
body, one could get rid of all the undesirable qualities and achieve a better life, a 
receive a god-like status.  
 
And many people today still believe the Greeks are on to something and follow 
that philosophy. In fact there is a little book out there called “The Secret” in which 
the author suggests that all we have to do is have positive thoughts about 
ourselves and good things will happen.  
 
We can try all we want to make ourselves into better people but we’ll never 
achieve lasting happiness, because sin, ours and others’, is always there trying to 
tear our lives down.    
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So instead of ignoring sin, confess your sins.  Lift high the cross and acknowledge 
that you are a sinner. Acknowledge that what put Jesus on that cross and that 
what made him suffer rejection by His heavenly Father, was our rebelliousness, 
our sin.  
 
Confess your sins and don’t deny the reality of your sin.  Take an honest look and 
inventory your own life and know that you are a sinner.  You’ve made some bad 
decisions and as a result you have acted disobediently and gone wayward. 
 
When you know that you have crossed that line, then all the rationalization, 
justification, lack of accountability and responsibility will not help you make 
yourself right with God.  You are sinner in need of a Saviour and guess what?  It 
doesn’t take a lot of reason or intelligence to figure out that Jesus is there for you. 
 
You see the message of Christ crucified is not so foolish when you see the cross, 
because it does not sweep our problem of sin under the rug.  God exposes our sin 
and reveals His hatred for the sin when He punished His Son on the cross.  But 
God also demonstrates His love for us punishing His Son on the cross instead of 
us.   
 
The cross proclaims that our sin has been neutralized, done away with.  That’s 
why it’s okay to boldly admit our sin because at the cross Christ takes our sin from 
us.   
 
It is at the cross, that our sins have been exchanged for righteousness.  It is at the 
cross that our names have been changed from enemy to child of God.  It is at the 
cross that our sins have been washed clean by the blood of the lamb.   
 
Only at the cross are we free.  Only at the cross, are we forgiven.  Only at the 
cross do we have hope for an eternal life.  The cross is our way to heaven.  The 
cross is our path to glory.  The cross is our strength to meet each day and the 
cross gives us a peace that passes of human understanding. 
 
The cross is God’s gift to us.  With the cross we will stumble or be tripped up and 
with the cross, we will always be on the right path.  May God bless us and keep us 
in Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 


