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"Change for the Better"

| think it’s generally true that people are always looking to improve, to change
their lives for the better. That’s why there are so many commercials for diet and
exercise products — lots of people out there trying to change their appearance for
the better.

| just saw a TV commercial with Marie Osmond telling me how | could lose 13
pounds in a month with nutria system. Marie lost a total of 50 pounds using that
diet program.

People are always looking to improve, to change for the better. Isn’t that why
people go to school? Isn’t that why people go to conferences and seminars? Isn’t
that why people go to counselors and psychologists? People want to be changed
for the better.

What is it about yourself that you would like to change? If you could change one
thing about yourself, what would it be? Is it the way you look? Something to do
with your health? Something to do with your level of expertise on a certain
subject?

If you could change one thing about yourself, what would it be? God is
interested in change. He's interested in changing you. Today is Pentecost Sunday,
and as we take a look at what happened on Pentecost many years ago, we see
that God changed many people’s lives.

And as we learn about these things, we will see that God is also interested in
changing you - there are certain things about you that God wants to change.
What are those things? And how does God plan to do that?

We will find the answers as we study God’s Word. Two major changes took
place on Pentecost. Change number one was what happened to the disciples.



If you are familiar with the Scriptures, you know that the disciples believed in
Jesus as their Savior, but they were still very confused about all kinds of different
things.

They still didn’t fully understand Jesus’ mission, why he had come to earth. They
were still wondering if Jesus would be an earthly king. They were confused, and as
a result, they were timid.

They weren’t confident about sharing the Gospel with others. How could they be,
if they didn’t fully understand it? But then Pentecost came. The disciples were
together, when the sound of a blowing wind came down from heaven.

What seemed to be tongues of fire settled on their heads. They were all filled
with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak in foreign languages they had never
learned before.

A crowd gathered, people from all over the world, and that crowd listened as the
disciples preached the Gospel. The Apostle Peter stood up and addressed the
crowd — he gave a beautiful sermon that God the Holy Spirit inspired him to
preach, a sermon that converted 3000 people in one day.

Do you see the changes that took place on Pentecost? No longer were the
disciples confused. Now they understood the plan of salvation completely. No
longer were they timid.

Now, they were confident, speaking publicly. Look at Peter — two months earlier
he was so afraid that he denied Jesus three times. Now he was speaking to the
crowd with confidence and understanding that he had never had before.

There was another change that took place on Pentecost and that is change
number two, and you could argue that this change was more spectacular than
what happened to the disciples. After Peter preached his sermon on Pentecost,
3000 people came to faith and were baptized.



We don’t know much about these people. We do know that Jerusalem was
packed with people, because of the Festival of Pentecost. Back then, Pentecost as
an agricultural festival — God had told the Jews to gather in Jerusalem 50 days
after Passover to celebrate the harvest.

Jews from all over the Roman empire came. 3000 of them who were not
Christians, who did not believe in Jesus Christ, were changed that day. Their
whole way of looking at God, at themselves, at the world, at eternal life —
everything had changed.

The Holy Spirit was the one who converted those 3000 people that day. Now
these people knew how to get to heaven. Now they knew that they were at peace
with God. Now they knew that Jesus was their Savior.

Pentecost can be summed up in one word, and | believe that word is change! We
see the change that took place in the disciples, and the change that took place in
those 3000 people.

Our world today needs change. There are so many people who do not believe in
Jesus Christ, who do not know how to get to heaven. And there are so many
Christians who are like those disciples were before Pentecost — confused, weak,
timid.

We need the Holy Spirit to come to us, and change us. Our problem is, we don’t
think we need to be changed. “I’'m alright the way | am,” we say to ourselves.
“What do | need to change about myself?”

The answer is, a lot. Yes, it’s true, we are Christians, but we still have sinful habits
that we don’t want to get rid of. We still have moments when we are selfish. We
still have moments when we completely misunderstand what God is telling us in

the Bible.

We still have moments when we fail to share our faith because we’re too timid. It
is true that we are Christians, that we are going to heaven, but we still need to
change.



We still need to become more and more the people that God wants us to be.
How does a person change his soul? You can’t do it by trying to be a better
person.

That’s like saying that there is something wrong with my car, but I'll try to change
that by being a better driver. You need someone to work on your engine, your
soul.

But the thing is, your soul is too complicated for you to fix yourself. You need
someone to fix it for you. And that someone is the Holy Sprit. But how? On
Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came directly to those disciples.

Today, he could do that if he wanted to, but in the Bible, he tells us that he works
in a different way. He no longer comes with the loud sound of a wind, or with
what looks like tongues of fire, or with the ability to speak in foreign languages.

That was a one-time event. Today, the Holy Spirit comes to you through the quiet,
humble preaching of the Word. On the surface, it doesn’t look like anything
spectacular.

But on the inside of you, all kinds of changes are taking place. The Holy Spirit is
out to convict you. First of all, the Holy Spirit convicts me of sin. Jesus said,
“When he comes he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin.”

It is not hard to convince people there is a lot of sin in the world. Listen to the
news as you drive. Read the paper. Watch the television. There are days when we
get a sick feeling in our stomachs because of all the evil in the world.

It is easy to see evil in others, but it is much harder to see it in me. That is where
we need the Holy Spirit to convict the world of guilt in regard to sin. The Holy
Spirit goes to work in our hearts and sets the record straight. He shows us how we
have fallen short of God’s glory.

The same Holy Spirit also shows us Jesus as the one who took the burden of our
sin, removed it and made us clean before our God. The Holy Spirit also convicts
the world of guilt in regard to righteousness.



Jesus said, “in regard to righteousness, because | am going to the Father where
you can see me no more.” When Jesus was here on this earth he taught people
that their righteousness was totally inadequate to make themselves acceptable to
God.

You remember the story of the two men who went up to pray. One man prayed,
“Father, | thank you that | am not like other people.” He bragged about how he
fasted and gave a tenth of his money to the Lord.

The other man was a tax collector who had nothing to offer God except a life of
cheating people in their taxes. He prayed, “God have mercy on me a sinner.”
Jesus said that this man went home justified, that means declared righteousness.

The Holy Spirit has opened your eyes to see what the Bible says about your own
home grown righteousness. It is toxic. Romans 3 says, “Therefore no one will be
declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather through the law we
become conscious of sin.”

| may appear to be a righteous and good in the eyes of the community if | try to
live a decent life. | may offer my neighbor tomatoes from garden or even help him
catch the gopher in his front yard.

| am nothing in God’s eyes. My righteousness is unacceptable to God. In these
last days in which we are living the Holy Spirit is opening the eyes of people to see
that they have a righteousness that does not come from their poor and failed
attempts to keep the law.

The Holy Spirit helps us see that Jesus provides the righteousness we need. Itis
the Holy Spirit who also convinces us about judgment. “He will convict the world
in regard to judgment.” Then Jesus adds, “In regard to judgment because the
prince of this world now stands condemned.”

The Holy Spirit is so powerful in your life and mine that he convinces us of the
truth that this world will someday be destroyed and we must all stand before God
in the final judgment to give an account of how we have lived.



Satan loves to accuse us before God’s throne day and night. Jesus said the Holy
Spirit will come to us and convince us that the prince of this world now stands
condemned. The Revelation says, “They overcome him by the blood of the Lamb
and the word of the testimony.”

You can tell Satan to take a hike, and take a long walk off a short pier, jump in a
lake, and even go to hell where he belongs. You can tell him how you have the
Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit has convinced you that that the blood of Jesus
Christ your Savior, God’s Son cleanses you from all sin.

Do you want to be more confident? Do you want to be more at peace with God
and yourself? Do you want to be less confused about the Bible? Do you want to
understand it better? Do you want to be able to share your faith more naturally,
more confidently? Do you want to be able to live the way God tells you to live in
the Bible? Do you want to change your soul for the better? This is what the Holy
Spirit does.

He did that in a miraculous, unusual way on that first Pentecost. Today, he does it
as you spend time hearing the Word, as you see a baptism, as you take the Lord’s
Supper — that’s how the Holy Spirit changes people, changes you, turning you
more and more into the Christian that God has made you to be.

Why is red the color of the festival of Pentecost? There are all kinds of reasons.
Red reminds us, of course, of Jesus’ blood, which he shed as a payment for our
sins. Red also reminds us of what looked like tongues of fire on the disciples’
heads. Red reminds us of the invisible fire of faith that’s burning inside of us, the
gift that the Holy Spirit has given to us.

If you were to give the Holy Spirit a color, maybe the best color to describe him
would be red, the color of fire. Every time you come into contact with the Word
and Sacrament, fire enters your heart, and burns away that selfishness and
confusion.

That fire becomes the fire of faith, a fire which trusts and loves Jesus Christ as
Savior. If you could sum up Pentecost in one word, that one word would be
change. May the Holy Spirit continue to work in you, to change you, to fan into
flame the fire that is in each one of you. Amen.



